
Summary History of 222 Tucker Hill Road, Norwich, Vermont 

Origin:  The house was built from 1977 to 1979 on the 4.1 acre plot of the old Hazzard farm.  It was 
started on spec by a skilled carpenter/builder named Brian Smith.  We became the first actual owners of 
the house in the spring and summer of 1980.  Shortly after, we acquired the 10 acre parcel across the 
road.  Brian reported that he created the design from a drawing in an Eric Sloane book, of an inn in 
Machias, Maine which dated to the late 1790s.  The original house – from the front to the back of the 
kitchen – was constructed with many antique materials which he had acquired as a member of a 
builders’ commune which disassembled old buildings in New England and down to Delaware. 

Unique features:  The exterior image included the classic central chimney, but Brian wanted a more 
open interior.  His solution was the central masonry arch which rises over the stairway in antique brick 
to the ceiling of the second floor.  It includes six flues, serving four fireplaces, a furnace and a wood 
stove, which come together in the center of the roof.  For the central heating system, he kept his rooms 
uncluttered by installing hand-bent copper tubing radiant heating in the ceiling of most rooms. 

Interior design:  The interior is best described as inspired by Shaker design of the early 19th century, 
which Brian seemed to have internalized more than copied.  The wide pine boards in the walls (many of 
them hand-planed), both horizontal and vertical, are each marked by a single narrow edge-defining bead.  
Cabinets throughout bear hand-crafted raised panel doors, many from antique boards planed down. 

Cottage:  The cottage below was originally intended as a workshop, but Brian converted it into a small 
separate living facility in simpler but similar style to the main house.  It includes kitchen and bathroom, 
with a central propane heater.  It was continuously rented until the last tenants left September 2023. 

Additions:  A few years after moving in, we retained Brian to finish the central area of the basement, 
which he did with homage to Shaker styling matching the upper floors.  By 1990, growing children led 
us to look for a way to add on to the house.  A local architect and friend, John Anhorn, came up with the 
design of a smaller parallel gambrel design which honored the original structure, and allowed for a deck.  
Extending a 3-car garage, the grade allowed the inclusion of a garage basement below the 3rd bay.  Brian 
was not available, but the structure was completed by Christian Klinck, who had worked with him. 

Landscaping:  The plot came with a number of antique plum trees, which flower but produce only if 
carefully sprayed.  The large apple tree on the north side produces well, at least in alternate years.  A 
lovely aging butternut kept losing major limbs, so is now the stump in the center of the lawn.  Not so the 
very tall Ohio nut (“Buckeye”), which is not supposed to flourish at this latitude.  We added the 
crabapple at the corner of the driveway, the tree lilac across the driveway, and the red maple in the field 
across the road.  Shrubbery next to the house needs regular pruning!  Most impressive are the 
rhododendrons at the northeast corner:  once in a proper location, they took off and now become a tall 
explosion of purple blossoms in late spring. 

Rock gardens:  The low-walled half circle garden at the edge of the road is pretty much original, with 
the old Ford tractor wheels left in place because they seem so fitting to the character of the place.  The 
rock garden in the center comes from the excavation of what turned out to be the remains of an old stone 
building foundation.  It now supports a variety of perennial bloomers, including daffodils, irises and 
small shrubs.  The tall wild white rose in the center started as a welcome gift in an 8” pot! 

*          *          *          *          * 

For those interested, the longer history also available will provide more background detail, as well as 
color to explain our long loving relationship with this unique property. 
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